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The following Team Thin Man Patrol Debrief relates how 2ndLt. David Skibbe, 23
of Des Plaines, lllinois ended up missing-in-action, MIA, on his first patrol with 1st
Recon Battalion March 2, 1970. Sgt. Larry K. Gifford, 20 of Seattle, Washington was
also seriously injured on this same patrol when they came in contact with enemy
troops in the Que Son Mountains.

Skibbe had been in-country for 5 months with Fox Co., 2nd Battalion, 26th
Marine Regiment as a platoon commander under Lt.Col. Bill Drumright, 2/26
commanding officer. When 2/26 rotated stateside, Skibbe secured a transfer to 1st
Recon Battalion to again serve under Lt.Col. Drumright who had been reassigned as
CO of 1st Reconnaissance Battalion.

1st Recon was sending out 7-man saturation patrols in February and March
1970 to locate an enemy build-up of troops in the Que Son Mountains in lieu of an
attack on Da Nang. This patrol debrief provides the particulars as to how 2ndLt.
Skibbe was left behind in the gathering darkness in the mountains.
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